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Council of the City of Kuching South (MBKS)

Kuching South, a significant part of Kuching, Sarawak’s capital, is predominantly
Chinese and covers 61.53 square kilometers with a population of 280,000. As the oldest
city in East Malaysia, it has independent administrative and judicial powers and served as
the colonial center, preserving historic buildings that reflect its rich heritage.

Malaysia’s GDP is projected to grow by 4% to 5% in 2024, while Sarawak’s growth rate is
expected to be higher at 5% to 6%. As the capital and economic hub of Sarawak,
Kuching’s development is crucial.

Sarawak’s state budget allocates RM9 billion in development funds for 2024, indicating
the government’s commitment to regional growth. This substantial budget will likely be
channeled into infrastructure upgrades, support for local industries, and social welfare
programs, attracting investments and creating job opportunities.

During World Water Day, Sarawak Premier Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Patinggi Tan
Sri (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari revealed that Kuala Lumpur currently
contributes the most to Malaysia’s GDP, followed by Selangor. Sarawak ranks third and
has surpassed Johor, with projections to overtake Selangor soon.
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Kuching has long served as a significant trade center due to its strategic position along the
Sarawak River and close access to the South China Sea. Historically, Kuching’s economy
was driven by the trade of natural resources such as timber, rubber, and pepper. Today, the
city’s trade activities have expanded and diversified to include key exports like palm oil,
pepper, and various agricultural products, alongside growing manufacturing and
technology sectors. With modern port facilities and strong regional connectivity, Kuching
plays a vital role in linking Sarawak to international markets, especially in Southeast Asia
and China. Additionally, the city’s trade is enriched by the export of local heritage
products, including textiles and artisanal crafts, appealing to both domestic and global
buyers.

Kuching features several museums, including the Borneo Cultures Museum,  Sarawak
Museum, Sarawak Islamic Heritage Museum, Chinese Heritage Museum, Sarawak Islamic
Heritage Museum and Cat Museum. Notable attractions include the Kuching Waterfront,
Tua Pek Kong Temple, and the central mosque. The Chinese community is diverse, with
Hakka people primarily engaged in farming, while Hokkien, Teochew, and Henghua
groups are active in trade, construction, and the electronics sector. The Hainanese
community is known for operating coffee shops, and the Teochew for managing grocery
stores. The Foochow are prominent in business, finance, and the timber industry.

Kuching holds multiple prestigious recognitions. It is a Healthy City, emphasizing
sustainable urban living, public health initiatives, and inclusive development to enhance the
quality of life for its residents. As a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy, Kuching
celebrates and preserves its rich culinary heritage, showcasing diverse local foods that
highlight its cultural fusion and traditions. Additionally, Kuching is acknowledged as a
World Craft City, reflecting its dedication to promoting and preserving traditional
craftsmanship and arts, strengthening cultural identity, and supporting local artisans.
These accolades underscore Kuching’s commitment to holistic development that
intertwines health, culture, and sustainability.

YBhg. Dato Wee Hong Seng, the Mayor since 2019, brings strategic vision, urban
management expertise, and international cooperation commitment. With over 16 years in
Sarawak tourism, he founded the Sarawak Tourism Federation and served as its president.
He also held executive positions in Kuching North, gaining experience in corporate,
business association, and municipal government sectors.
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Advancing Growth and Prosperity
through Malaysia-China In The

Context of 50 Years of Diplomatic
Relations 

Opportunities For
Cooperation In New

Energy Vehicles And Green
Electronic Technology

Opportunities for
Cooperation in Green

Renewable Energy and
Telecommunications
Technology between

Malaysia and China  

Strengthening 
Bilateral Tourism 
and Second Home

Opportunities: Fostering
Sustainable Growth and

Cultural Exchange between
Malaysia and China

Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and
Mayors' Roundtable on Friendship Cities Collaboration

The Sarawak Forum or The Malaysia (Sarawak)-China Cooperation Forum, organized by the
Kuching South City Council, is one of the highest-level international event to promote
cooperation between Sarawak and China. It serves as a multilateral platform for Sarawak’s
external cooperation.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Malaysia and China. The
Sarawak Forum is a crucial platform for Sarawak to engage with China and other countries. It
will feature an opening ceremony, a main forum, and sub-forums on sister city cooperation, green
energy, and infrastructure and transportation. A special roundtable meeting for mayors of
friendship cities will also be held.

The first Malaysia-China Cooperation Forum will be held in Kuching on December 20, 2024,
under the theme of “Advancing Growth and Prosperity through Malaysia-China Strategic
Cooperation” We hope to gather with the Malaysian and Chinese political and business
communities to create win-win cooperation between Sarawak and China.

Forum topics

 Sarawak Forum
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 China is Sarawak’s most important trading partner, second only to Peninsular
Malaysia. In 2022, Sarawak’s trade volume with China was RM37 billion (RMB
55.5 billion). China has invested over RM19.4 billion in Sarawak, creating over
10,000 jobs and contributing to Sarawak’s economic growth. China has invested
mainly in solar energy, steel, and timber manufacturing projects.

In 2023, Sarawak’s exports to China amounted to RM18.8 billion (RMB 28.2
billion), mainly consisting of liquefied natural gas (LNG), edible oils, and base
metals. Imports amounted to RM9.9 billion (RMB 14.8 billion), mainly related to
machinery, manufactured goods, and consumer goods. China’s participation in
hydropower development projects in Sarawak supports Sarawak’s goal of becoming
an energy hub in ASEAN.

Sarawak’s economic cooperation with China has played a key role in promoting
regional economic development and innovation.

 Sarawak Forum

Cooperat ive  re lat ionsh ip  between  
Sarawak and China



Kuching Kuchin
kucing 1988

“ ”

The City of Cats
  The name “Kuching” bears a striking resemblance to the Malay
word for “cat,” “kucing.” This linguistic connection prompted the
city’s official branding as “The City of Cats” in 1988, upon its
acquisition of city status and subsequent division into South and
North. This distinctive moniker has since gained international
recognition.

        

 Rhinoceros Hornbill
For the people of Sarawak, the hornbill is more than a state
symbol; it holds deep spiritual meaning. The Dayak people
regard the hornbill as a brave war god, and the Iban see it as
a sacred messenger that carries messages to the spirit world.

 Sarawak Forum

Kuching

Sarawak
Kuala Lumpur



*
The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
18th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

AM-18:00 
Arrival of delegate & pre-registration at lobby floor

14:00-17:00 Kuching Heritage Tour 

( A guided tour highlighting Kuching’s unique heritage, culture and historical sites, including
landmarks, local arts and gastronomy.)

19:00-21:00 Welcoming Dinner 
 
 (Dinner showcasing Sarawak's diverse culinary heritage and networking 
 opportunities for attendees)
 

 Sarawak Forum
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The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

08:00 - 09:00
Guest Registration and arrival of delegates

09:00 - 09:05

 
Welcoming remarks by YBhg. Dato Wee Hong Seng, 
Mayor of Kuching South and Organising Chairman of Malaysia (Sarawak)-China
Cooperation Forum 

09:05 - 09:10   
Remarks by Sun Shuqiang
The Minister Counsellor of Economic and Commercial Office of the Embassy of the People's
Republic of China in Malaysia

09:10 - 09:15  
Remarks by Ni Qingjiu
The President of China Enterprises Chamber of Commerce in Malaysia

09:15 - 09:35  
 

Keynote Address by YAB Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri (Dr.) Abang Haji 
Abdul Rahman Zohari bin Datuk Abang Haji Openg The Premier of Sarawak 

09:35 - 09:45
Opening Ceremony 

 Sarawak Forum



*
The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

09:45
Tea Break Session 

10:00  
Sarawak Forum
 

50 ( ) - 
Theme: Advancing Growth and Prosperity through Malaysia-China In The Context of 50
Years of Diplomatic Relations 

: 
  
Keynote Speaker: 
YB Datuk Amar Professor Dr. Sim Kui Hian
Deputy Premier of Sarawak

1  
Speaker 1: H.E Mr Xing Weiping
Consul General of the People's Republic of China in Kuching

2  
Speaker 2: Mr Kong Chiong Ung
The President of the Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of Sarawak

3  
Speaker 3: Mr Zhang Min
Chief Executive Officer of Bank of China (Malaysia) Berhad

4  
Speaker 4: YBhg. Dato Richard Wee Liang Chiat
The President of The Sarawak Federation of Chinese Associations 

 Sarawak Forum
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The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

11:30 - 12:30 1 
Sub–Forum 1
 

Theme: Opportunities For Cooperation In New Energy Vehicles and Green Electronic
Technology

: 

Keynote Speaker: 
YB Dato Sri Lee Kim Shin
Minister for Transport of Sarawak

1  
Speaker 1: Mr Mike Cui Anqi 
Managing Director of Great Wall Motor Sales Malaysia Sdn Bhd

2 CEO . 
Speaker 2: Ts. Mazli Bin Mustaffa
Chief Executive Officer of Sarawak Metro Sdn Bhd 

3  
Speaker 3: Mr Zhao Yue
Managing Director of BYD Malaysia Sdn Bhd 

4 CEO 
Speaker 4: Dr. Li Chunrong
Chief Executive Officer of Proton Holding Berhad

12:30 - 13:45
Buffet Lunch

 Sarawak Forum
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

14:00 - 15:30 2
Sub–Forum 2

Theme : Opportunities For Cooperation In Green Renewable Energy and
Telecommunications Technology between Malaysia and China

: 
 

Keynote Speaker: 
YB Datuk Dr. Hj Hazland bin Abg Hipni
Deputy Minister for Energy and Environmental Sustainability Sarawak, Malaysia

1 CEO 
Speaker 1: Mr Simon Sun Luyuan
Chief Executive Officer of Huawei Malaysia

2 APR  
Speaker 2: Mr Danny Ng Theng Wei
Managing Director of APR Electronic Services Sdn Bhd

3  
Speaker 3: Mr Wang Xiaocheng
General Manager of Power China International Group Limited Asia Pacific Headquarter 

4 CEO 
Speaker 4: Mr Timothy Ong Wye Ern
Chief Executive Officer of Invest Sarawak Sdn Bhd

 Sarawak Forum
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

15:30 - 17:00  3
Sub–Forum 3

Theme: Strengthening Bilateral Tourism and Second Home Opportunities: Fostering
Sustainable Growth and Cultural Exchange between Malaysia and China

: 

Keynote Speaker: 
YB Dato Sri Haji Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah
Minister for Tourism, Creative Industry and Performing Arts of Sarawak & Minister for
Youth, Sport and Entrepreneur Development of Sarawak

1  
Speaker 1: YB Adam Yii Siew Sang 
The Mayor of Miri City, Sarawak

2
Speaker 2:
Representative of the Mayor of the People’s Republic of China

3  
Speaker 3: YBhg. Cr. Clarence Ting Ing Horh
Chairman of Sibu Municipal Council

4
Speaker 4:
Representative of the Mayor of the People’s Republic of China

17:00 - 18:00  
Free at leisure

*
The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion

 Sarawak Forum
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
19th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

18:00 - 19:00
Guest Registration 

50
Malaysia-China 50th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations Gala Dinner

The arrival of The HonorableTun Pehin Sri Dr. Haji Wan Junaidi Bin Tuanku Jaafar
His Excellency The Governor of Sarawak, Malaysia

  
National Anthem of Malaysia and Sarawak Anthem

 
Remarks by YBhg. Dato Wee Hong Seng, 
Mayor of Kuching South and Organising Chairman of Malaysia (Sarawak)-China
Cooperation Forum 

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to the Sponsors

50
Begin of Malaysia-China 50th Anniversary Exchange Gala Dinner

Cultural Performance

22:00
End of Gala Dinner

*
The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion

 Sarawak Forum
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Malaysia (Sarawak) - China Cooperation Forum and Mayors' Roundtable 

on Friendship Cities Collaboration

Venue: Imperial Hotel Kuching
20th December 2024

Time
Provisional Agenda

09:00-09:30
Guest Registration 

09:30 - 09:45 Opening Remarks by YBhg Dato Wee Hong Seng, Mayor of Kuching South
  

09:45-12:00 Roundtable Discussion among the Mayors

(An open forum for participating Mayors to discuss shared challenges, strategies, and goals
for enhancing cooperation and friendship between cities)
 

12:00 - 13:00 Signing of the Kuching Manifesto
 
(Formal signing ceremony to affirm commitment to collaborative initiatives and friendship
among the cities.)
 

13:00 - 14:00
Buffet Lunch

14:00-17:00  Site Visit 
 
(Visit to key locations in Kuching, showcasing initiatives in urban development, heritage
preservation, or other areas relevant to city cooperation)
 

17:00  Return to Hotel
 

*
The final agenda is subject to change at the organizer's discretion

 Sarawak Forum

END OF PROGRAM 
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Consulate-General  of  the  
People ’ s  Republ ic  of  China in  Kuching

Sarawak Goverment

Host  by Kuching South City  Counci l  (MBKS) 

Supported  By

Co-Organized  By

China Enterpr ises  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Malays ia

The Associated  Chinese  Chambers  of  Commerce  and
Industry  of  Sarawak (ACCCIS)

The Sarawak Federat ion of  Chinese  Associat ions  (SFCA)

-
Dewan Perniagaan Per industr ian dan Pelaburan Malays ia-
Wuxi  China

Jan Media  Market ing  Sdn Bhd

Mir i  Ci ty  Counci l  (MCC)

Sibu Munic ipal  Counci l  (SMC) 

Padawan Munic ipal  Counci l  (MPP)

Business  Events  Sarawak

Tribe  Legacy Sarawak Campaign

Sarawak Tourism Board

Kuching Chinese  General  Chamber  of  Commerce  & Industry

 Sarawak Forum

Kuching North  City  Hal l  (DBKU)

Kota Samarahan Munic ipal  Counci l  (MPKS)



 
Convention Venue 

Imperial Hotel Kuching  
The Sarawak Forum will be held at Imperial Hotel Kuching.

  Venue Information

Official Hotel Rate
                     1) Imperial Hotel Kuching  - from RM230.00 ++ per room per night
                     2) Hilton Kuching Hotel  - from RM 600.00 ++ per room per night 
                     3) Sheraton Kuching Hotel  - from RM 600.00 ++ per room per night 
                          *All room rate inclusive of buffet breakfast.
                          * 
                          *All foreigner check in are subject to Tourism Tax of RM10 per room per night.
                         *  RM10 

 
Food and Beverage 

      - 50  
Lunch will be provided during the Forum. You’re also invited to the Malaysia-China 50th Anniversary Exchange Gala
Dinner.

 
Attire 

   
Formal for meetings and banquets, casual for the Post Convention Business and Investment Tour.

Conference Registration Fee 
 Foreigner Delegate           : RM 150 per pax ( )
 Malaysian Delegate  : RM 100 per pax ( )
 Local (Sarawakian)      : RM   50 per pax ( )

 
Convention Language 

 
Both Chinese and English are used as the Forum’s languages.

Wi-Fi 

Free Wi-Fi is available at the venue and hotel.
 

Insurance 
    

  Participation fees don’t include insurance. Delegates should obtain international travel and health insurance before
attending. Terms cover loss of deposits or fees if the Convention is canceled, lost air tickets, medical expenses, personal
belongings, and additional expenses from itinerary adjustments and repatriation.



  Venue Information

 
Insurance 

    

  Participation fees don’t include insurance. Delegates should obtain international travel and health insurance before
attending. Terms cover loss of deposits or fees if the Convention is canceled, lost air tickets, medical expenses, personal
belongings, and additional expenses from itinerary adjustments and repatriation.

 
Currency 

     RM VISA  MASTERCARD
 

 The Malaysian Ringgit (RM) is the currency. Credit cards like VISA and MasterCard are accepted at designated hotels for
the Convention. The daily conversion rate varies.

 
Telephone 

    0060 Maxis CelcomDigi U mobile  Sim

   0060 is the Malaysian country code. Major operators include Maxis, CelcomDigi, and U Mobile. Internet SIM cards are
available at the Kuching International Airport, telecommunication operator stores, or online. Local network usage may be
limited if your phone doesn’t support the local frequency band.

Weather 
    31 33℃  23 28℃
    The Kuching region has a tropical rainforest climate with year-round heat and rain. Daytime temperatures average 31-33°C
and nighttime temperatures 23-28°C.

 
Time Zone 

    8  UTC+8  
    Malaysia Time (MYT) is 8 hours ahead of Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), in the UTC+8 time zone.

 
Voltage 

    230 50 Hz  
   The voltage in Malaysia is 230 volts, with a 50 hertz (Hz) power supply network. Flat and triangular power sockets are
common.

 
Visa 

        14  90

https://www.imi.gov.my/index.php/en/
   Malaysian visa policy allows nationals of most countries to visit Malaysia for stays between 14 and 90 days without a visa.
However, online visa applications are necessary for specific activities like business, employment, or long-term visits. Visa
approval is required for travel. Visa requirements may change based on type, nationality, and policy changes, so check the latest
information at the National Immigration Department of Malaysia’s official website: https://www.imi.gov.my/index.php/en/ 

Welcome to Sarawak, Malaysia!



Name                           

NRIC / Passport No   / 

Phone No                    

Company Name         

Designation                 

Email                           

  Registration Form

Please  f i l l  up  the  form below to  reg is ter  for  the  conference .

Malaysia (Sarawak) -  China Cooperation Forum and 
Mayors' Roundtable on Friendship Cities Collaboration

 ( ) -

Dietary  Requirement

REGISTRATION DETAILS 

Date  :  18th  -  20th  December  2024
Venue :  Imper ia l  Hote l  Kuching ( )

Vegetar ian Non-Vegetar ian

Payable  Informat ion  :
Payable  to  
Account  No
Swif t  Code
Bank 
Bank Address

:  Cat  Ci ty  Hol idays  Sdn.  Bhd.
:  311  496 00  35
:  PBBEMYKL
: Publ ic  Bank Bhd
:  Lots  2775 & 2776,  Block 10
  3rd  Mile  J ln  Tun Ahmad Zaid i  Adruce
  93250 Kuching,  Sarawak,  East  Malays ia .

Bank Telegraphic  Transfer /  Onl ine
Transfer

Credi t  Card

Please  emai l  a  copy of  the  t ransact ion  s l ip  to
                   

Conference  Regis trat ion Fee  
 Fore igner  Delegate           :  RM 150 per  pax ( )
 Malays ian Delegate    :  RM 100 per  pax ( )
 Local  (Sarawakian)       :  RM   50  per  pax ( )

 :  sarawakforum2024@gmai l .com

For  further  informat ion,  k indly  contact  Miss  Mok
Mok             

Te l :  (60)82-412 500 |  (60)19-888 1480

Mode of  payment  

Last  date  for  reg is trat ion :
                    :  30th  November  2024



MAJLIS BANDARAYA KUCHING SELATAN
JALAN PADUNGAN

93675 KUCHING, SARAWAK

Council of the City of Kuching South

TEL: +60 82-354200       |       FAX: +60 82-417372  
Email  : sarawakforum2024@gmail.com


